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News

Over 152,000 Wait for Care

Association (IHCA) has warned 
that the ongoing shortage of 
hospital consultants across a 

Group* is restricting patients from 
accessing timely, high-quality 
medical and surgical care and is 

waiting lists where now more than 
152,000 people in the region are 
waiting for hospital treatment or 
an outpatient appointment with 

respective increase in outpatient 
waiting lists alone include:

July 2015 and July 2021, there 

people added to outpatient 
waiting lists, an increase of 72% 
with a total of 127,750 across 
the Saolta Group now waiting 

consultant, according to the latest 

Some of the longest waiting 
lists across the whole region 
are for routine, planned care 
particularly in Orthopaedics, 

General Surgery, Ophthalmology, 

Patients are waiting to see a 
consultant and then receive 
treatment for procedures such 

and cataract surgery, while others 
face similar waits for critical 
gynaecological assessments and 

greatest growth in outpatient 

seen its list increase 3-fold 
(+4,307, 199%) since July 2015, 

additional 9,473 people added 
over the same period, an increase 

Of the 17,222 currently waiting for 
inpatient or day case treatment 
across the Saolta Group, 5,915 
are waiting more than 12 months, 

(+161%) the 2,266 patients 
waiting for the same length of 

people are currently awaiting a 
gastrointestinal (GI) endoscopy  
in Saolta hospitals - more than  
a 4-fold increase (+5,942)  

worsen in the coming months as 
more people who have put off 

enter the system, and as a result 
of the ongoing impact of the 

Commenting on the waiting lists, 
IHCA President Professor Irvine 

care to patients at our regional 

lists demonstrate the impact of 
years of consultant shortages  
and underinvestment in  

 

"Covid-19 and, more recently, the 

health system which we always 

"We have a chronic recruitment 
and retention crisis with 1 in 5 
permanent hospital consultant 
posts across the country and in 
the Saolta Group either vacant or 

the 152,000 people in the West 
and North-West regions currently 

permanent hospital consultant 
posts and expanding the regions 

and other essential hospital 

ongoing consultant contract 

Professor Alan Irvine, President, 
IHCA


